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Scoring Rubric for Question 3: Argument Essay

6 points

Reporting B}
=) ‘Scoring Criteria
RowA. Opointz 1point
Thesis For any of the folowing: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents  defensible position.
(©1points) |+ There s no defensibie thesi.
+ The intended thesis oniy restates the prompt.
s

+ The intended thesis provides a summary of the fssue with no apparent
or coherent claim.

+ There s athess, but it does not respond to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:
+ Onyrestate the prompt.
+ Donottake a position, orthe position s vague or must be inferred.

+ State an obvious fact rather than making a claim that requires 2
defense.

Responses that carn this point:

+ Respond to the prompt rather than restate or rephrase the prompt.
‘2nd the thesis cleariy takes a position rather thanjust stating that
there are pros/cons.

“Additional Notes:

+ The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the sentences are n close proximity

+ The thesis may be anywhere within the response.

+ The thesis may estabish 2 ine of easoning that structures the essay, but it needn't o 50 to earn the thesis point.
+ Athesis that mests the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that fine of reasoning.
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‘Scoring Criteria

Category
Row Opoints Tpoint 2points 3points 4polnts
Evidence ‘Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
anp present) repeats povided | Provides evidence thatis | Provides some specifc Provides specic evidenceto | Provides specific
Commentary | iformaton.oroffers mosty general relevant evidence. supportal caime nalineof | evidence o support
Cpany | SlomatEnimentto | s reasaning allcaims inaine of
s promet CCOMMENTARY: CCOMMENTARY: AND e
m ‘Summarizes the evidence | Explsins how some ofthe | COMMENTARY: AND
H but does not explaink evidence reates totne Expians howsomeofthe | COMMENTARY:
the evidence supports Studentsargument but | evidence supports alineof | Consstentlyexplaina how
= argument. no ine of reasoning is reasoning. the evidence supports a
=] estabished.orthe ne of ine ofreasoning
= reasoning s fauty.

Typical responses that

eam o points:

+ Areincoherentor donot
‘address the prompt.

+ Maybe just opinion with
no evidence or evidence
thatis elevant.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn

1 point:

+ Tendto focus on summary
of evidence rather than
specific details.

Typical responses that eam

2points:

+ Consistofamixof
specific evidence and
broad generaites.

* May contain some
simpistic, inaccurate, or
repetitive explanations
that donitstrengthen the.
argument.

+ Maymake one point well.
but either donot make
‘muttiple supporting ciaims
or donotadequately
support more than one.
claim.

Typical responses that earn

3 points:

* Uniformily offer evidence.
tosupport claims.

+ Focus on the importance
of specific details o buid
anargument.

+ Organize an argument
asaline of reasoning.
‘composed of multple
supporting claims.

+ Commentary may fail to
integrate some evidence
orfailto supporta key
claim.

Typical responses that

eam 4 points:

+ Uniformiy offer
evidencs tosupport
claims.

+ Focusonthe
importance of speciic
detaiistobuidan
argument.

+ Organize and support
anargumentasa
Iine of reasoning
‘composed of multple
supporting claims.
cachwith adequate
evidence thatis clearly
explained.

‘Additional Notes:

+ Writing that suffers from grammatical andlor mechanical errors thatinterfere with communication cannot eam the fourth point i this row.
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e Scoring Criteria
RowC, Opoints 1polnt
‘Sophistication | Does not meet the criteria for ane point. Demonstrates sophistication of thought andor a complex understanding of the
(0-1 points) rhetorical ituation.
= Decision Rules and Scoring Notes
= Responses that do not earn this point: Responses that earn this point may demonstrate sophistication of thought
=] + Attempt to contextualize their argument, but such attempts. and/or a complex understanding of the rhetorical ituation by doing any of the
consist predominantly of sweeping generalizations. following:
g + Onlyhintator suggest other arguments. 1. G anuancedargumet by consierty Genitying s expaig
+ Use complcated or complex sentences or kanguage that e
= are ineffective because they do not enhance the argument. 2. Articulating the implications or imitations of an argument either the student's

argument or an argument related to the prompt) by situating it within
broader context.

3. Making effective rhetorical choices that consistently strengthen the force and.
impact of the student's argument.

Employing a style that s consistently vivid and persuasive throughout the

stugents response.

Additional Notes:

+ This point should be awarded only i the sophistication of thought or complex understanding s part ofthe students argument, not merely a phrase.

orreference.





