	AP Lang & Comp- Vocabulary List 9

	Directions:  Look up the following words and find the corresponding definition.  In the middle blank, fill in the part of speech.  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Definitions

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	_____1. 
	aficionado
	_______
	a.
	a member of the middle class:: a person whose political, economic, and social opinions are believed to be determined mainly by concern for property values and conventional respectability

	_____2. 
	alchemy
	_______
	b.
	a very minor or slight sin or offense; a trifling fault

	_____3. 
	ambiance
	_______
	c.
	(n) a person who takes up an art, activity, or subject merely for amusement, esp. in a desultory or superficial way; dabbler:: (adj) of or pertaining to dilettantes

	_____4. 
	avatar
	_______
	d.
	a condition of general bodily weakness or discomfort, often marking the onset of a disease:: a vague or unfocused feeling of mental uneasiness, lethargy, or discomfort

	_____5. 
	bourgeois
	_______
	e.
	persons who have superior knowledge and understanding of a particular field, esp. in the fine arts, literature, and world of fashion

	_____6. 
	chaparral
	_______
	f.
	a decorative design or small illustration used on the title page of a book or at the beginning or end of a chapter:: a small, graceful literary sketch

	_____7. 
	cognoscente
	_______
	g.
	an ardent devotee; fan, enthusiast.

	_____8. 
	connoisseur
	_______
	h.
	the mood, character, quality, tone, atmosphere, etc., particularly of an environment or milieu:: that which surrounds or encompasses; environment

	_____9. 
	dilettante
	_______
	i.
	a small group ruling a country, esp. immediately after a coup d'état and before a legally constituted government has been instituted:: a deliberative or administrative council, esp. in Spain and Latin America

	_____10. 
	imbroglio
	_______
	j.
	an embodiment or personification, as of a principle, attitude, or view of life.

	_____11. 
	juggernaut
	_______
	k.
	a person who is especially competent to pass critical judgments in an art, particularly one of the fine arts, or in matters of taste

	_____12. 
	junta
	_______
	l.
	(n) a person who has special knowledge or skill in a field:: (adj) of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a virtuoso

	_____13. 
	malaise
	_______
	m.
	a misunderstanding, disagreement, etc., of a complicated or bitter nature, as between persons or nations:: an intricate and perplexing state of affairs; a complicated or difficult situation

	_____14. 
	nirvana
	_______
	n.
	a dense growth of shrubs or small trees

	_____15. 
	peccadillo
	_______
	o.
	a place or state characterized by freedom from or oblivion to pain, worry, and the external world:: Buddhism. freedom from the endless cycle of personal reincarnations, with their consequent suffering, as a result of the extinction of individual passion, hatred, and delusion

	_____16. 
	raconteur
	_______
	p.
	a form of chemistry and speculative philosophy practiced in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance and concerned principally with discovering methods for transmuting baser metals into gold and with finding a universal solvent and an elixir of life

	_____17. 
	vignette
	_______
	q.
	a person who is skilled in relating stories and anecdotes interestingly

	_____18. 
	virtuoso
	_______
	r.
	any large, overpowering, destructive force or object, as war, a giant battleship, or a powerful football team:: anything requiring blind devotion or cruel sacrifice


